


FROM THE DESK OF BULLETIN EDITOR 

 

My dear Rotary Surat West family, 

As September dawns upon us, Rotary proudly heralds the beginning of 

the Basic Education and Literacy Month. This dedicated time is a 

celebration of our commitment to nurturing minds, fostering growth and 

drive change through education. 

 

At the core of our mission is the drive to strengthen the community’s 

capacity to support literacy. I firmly believe that education is not just a 

privilege, but a fundamental right that empowers individuals to shape 

their destinies. Through collaborative efforts, let us aim to break down 

barriers, open doors and create a world where every person has access 

to quality education. 

 

One of the key aspirations during this month is to address and reduce 

gender disparity in education. Every child deserves an equal chance to 

learn and flourish, regardless of the gender. By focusing on eliminating 

gender-based barriers, let us lay the foundation for a more equitable and 

inclusive society. 



But friends, our commitment should not end with children. Do you know? 

Across the world, more than 775 million people over the age of 15 are 

illiterate. That is 17 per cent of the world’s total population. This data 

forces us to also shift our focus to recognise the importance of lifelong 

learning and thus champion adult literacy as well. Empowering adults 

with the ability to read and write not only enhances their personal growth 

but also strengthens the fabric of our communities. A literate society is a 

society poised for progress. 

 

“Our progress as a nation can be no swifter than our progress in 

education.” These words from John F Kennedy underscore the pivotal 

role of education in shaping the destiny of nations. Rotary’s dedication 

towards literacy for both children and adults resonates deeply with this 

sentiment. By investing in education, we invest in the future of our 

societies and the world at large. 

 

This September, let us stand united in our pursuit of a world where every 

child has the opportunity to learn, every adult has the chance to grow, 

and every community thrives. Let’s turn the page towards a brighter, 

more literate tomorrow. Together, we can reshape destinies, uplift lives 

and create lasting impact. 

 

So friends, celebrate the Basic Education and Literacy Month and let our 

action reflect our commitment to building a better world through 

education. 

 

Regards 

 

Rtn Mausam Jalan 

Bulletin Editor – Year 2023 -24 

 



Quiz Time – 23rd August 2023 at Cummins Banquet 

On August 23rd, RC Surat West family carried out an effective exercise to 

involve new members and make them aware about Rotary.  

 

A quiz on Rotary and General Knowledge was handled by none other than 

PDG Rtn Devendra Shastri as the quiz master. Various rounds covering 

aspects like history, leadership, abbreviations, programs etc. on both the 

subjects were carried out.  

 

There were four teams named after four Past RI Presidents from India:  

Nitish Lahery  

Raja Saboo  

Kalyan Banerjee  

Shekhar Mehta  

 

The event reached the peak of excitement with the rapid fire round, and 

settled with final bonus questions.  

 

There was a special quiz segment for the audience, too!  

Team Kalyan led by our new member Rtn Rajesh Nandwani won the quiz. 

The members of the team were: PP Rtn Geeta Modi, Ann Chaitaly, Rtn 

Rahul Mandhyan, Rtn Nirmal Mandlewala, Rtn Nirav Mandlewala, Rtn 

Vishal Mandlewala, and Rtn Krishna Mehta.  

More than 50 persons participated.  

 

We also launched physical fitness program for members by PP Rtn Amit 

Gajjar and Ann Pooja Gajjar.  

Further ideas about our mental health initiatives were discussed too.  

 



We felicitated PP Amit Gajjar for his election as the Chairman of 

prestigious Surat People’s bank.  

 

We had PDG Devendra uncle and Ann Nilima aunty cut a cake, as it was 

the birthday of their grandson Neal. Everyone conveyed their love and 

blessings to the little champ.  

 

President Rtn Sonal Shah, Hon Sec Rtn Meeta Kapoor, and PP Rtn 

Bhavesh Shah served as the support team.  

 

PE Rtn Ishant Sethi offered a hearty vote of thanks.  

 

Delicious menu, as usual, was managed by Ann Dharti Mandlewala. 

 

Banter and camaraderie extended till the late hours after the meeting. 

 

 



 

     



 

 

 

 

Many Many Congratulations to the winning Team, Surely a Night to 

remember for all . Informative, Fun and Competitive 

 



Some Rotary Trivia for You 

 



Rotary Friendship Exchange (RFE) – Orientation for 

outbound team to Mexico – 28th August 2023 

On August 28th, President Sonal and PP Bhavesh hosted RFE orientation 

for outbound team to Mexico RID 4195.  

 

District RFE Chair Rtn Praful Dewani, along with Co Chair, Rtn Murari 

Saraf and Rtn Kavita Saraf shared their experiences with the outbound 

team.  

 

The rules mixed with lots of tips on how to enjoy the RFE experience, 

were presented. Wonderful interaction and bonding among everyone 

present was the outcome!  

 

Our best wishes to the outbound team of which, our club’s first couple is 

a part !!!  

 

All the Rotary West family members must take benefit of this amazing 

program of Rotary International.  

 

The forms are available for this year. Please connect with the club  

RFE Chair PP Rtn Hitendra Modi.  

 

 



    

 

    

 

 

Rotary Club of Surat West family wishes a very 

Happy Journey to President Rtn Sonal Shah &  

PP Rtn Bhavesh Shah 



#September is Basic Education And Literacy Month 

 

Basic education and literacy is one of Rotary’s six areas of focus. 

We know that basic education and literacy are essential for reducing 

poverty, improving health, encouraging community and economic 

development, and promoting peace. 

Consider these facts: 

If all women completed primary education, there would be 66% fewer 

maternal deaths. 

A child born to a mother who can read is 50% more likely to survive past 

the age of five. 

If all students in low-income countries left school with basic reading skills, 

171 million people could be lifted out of poverty, which would be 

equivalent to a 12% cut in world poverty. 

The world is making good progress in this area.  

According to a 2014 United Nations Millennium Development Goals 

progress report, literacy rates among adults and youths are on the rise 

and the gender gap in literacy is narrowing. But pressing global needs 

remain: 

58 million children worldwide are out of school. 

Even after four years of primary schooling, as many as 250 million 

children cannot read and write. 781 million adults are illiterate. 



 

Rotary Wisdom 

 



RI President’s Message – September 2023 

Peace in practice - Rtn Gordon R Mcinally 

The International Day of Peace takes place on September 21. The United 

Nations General Assembly declared this a day devoted to strengthening 

the ideals of peace through observing 24 hours of non-violence and 

ceasefire. 

 

It is not enough, as people of action, to simply avoid war. If we are to 

Create Hope in the World, we must aggressively wage peace. 

 

Where can we begin? There are countless armed conflicts around the 

world, and the global population of displaced people is higher than ever. 

The opportunities are nearly limitless, but the cycles of violence and 

hardship seem endless. 

 

My advice is to start small but think big. I look to Rotary members in 

Pakistan and India for inspiration. 

 

In March 2020, about 50 Rotary members from Pakistan met with around 

50 Rotary members from India at Kartarpur Sahib, a shrine in Pakistan. 

The sanctuary honours Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikhism, a religion 

practised in both countries. Tensions between the two countries barred 

many religious pilgrims from India from visiting the shrine. That is, until 

Pakistan opened a visa-free pathway to them in 2019. 

 

Earlier this year, Rotary members from opposite sides of the border again 

met at the shrine, this time with about twice as many participants. 

 

Any work toward building peace needs to be brave and bold. 

What these Rotary members have done is just that. The 

Pakistani government took an important step toward peace 



when it admitted Indian pilgrims to the Kartarpur Sahib shrine, 

but Pakistani Rotary members took the next step when they 

welcomed Rotary members from India as friends and family. 

That is Positive Peace at work. 

 

These peacebuilders did not stop there. Club representatives at this 

year’s meeting signed twin club agreements to recognise their long-term 

commitment to continue to learn from each other and to work together 

on more peacebuilding efforts, and they have held joint meetings via 

video chat. 

 

The importance of communicating with and learning from another culture 

cannot be overstated, and Rotary is making it even easier to do so. One 

way of engaging in cross-cultural dialogue and building relationships 

across borders is through virtual international exchanges that build on 

our current programmes and make them more accessible. 

 

A virtual exchange uses online platforms to connect people from different 

parts of the world so that they can share their traditions, priorities, 

values, and more. Virtual exchanges can serve as a window to another 

part of the world through activities such as cooking class, learning a new 

language, or even designing service projects with a global impact. 

 

These online chats have the potential to inspire new connections and 

more respect between societies. Taking that knowledge and using it to 

better the lives of our fellow human beings is the next step. 

 

Let’s see where it takes us. 

 

R Gordon R Mcinally 

President, Rotary International 



 



 

 

 



 



News Makers of the Month – ISRO 

 

Congratulations to the whole Team of ISRO who 

made this possible.. 



Forthcoming Programs for the month of September 

2023 

 

6th Sept, Wednesday – Zoom Speaker Meet with Dr. Neelima Shah 

                                      Topic : Mental Health Awareness 

 

 

8th Sept, Friday-        Speaker Meet with Rtn Anil Srivatsa 

                                     Topic : Organ Donation 

                                     Joint Club Meeting at Jeevan Bharti Hall 

 

 

9th Sept, Saturday –  KBC Participation at Mumbai 

                                      

 

24th Sept, Sunday –  Interschool Elocution Competition 

                                     Venue : Cummin Banquet Hall 

      Time : 11:00 am onwards 

 

 

29th Sept, Friday –   Mental Health Project with Rtn Dr Parag Shah 

                                    School Based program on the Topic of ADHD 

 

Request all Members to join all the above programs in 

Huge Numbers  

 



Rotary Club of Surat West wishes You a very Happy 

Raksha Bandhan 

 

 

 

May this Raksha Bandhan be a special one for you 

and may it bring you all the happiness in the world. 

 

 


